MY BELOVED
SPAKE

Words: The Song of Solomon
Music: Henry Purcell

for ATBB soli, SATB choir,
strings and continuo



My beloved spake

The Song of Solomon ii, 10 - 13, 16 Henry Purcell
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* Bar 11: the double barline probably implies a repeat of bars 1 - 11 (and, correspondingly, bars 170 - 180).

Editorial Procedure

Small notes in the organ part are continuo realisation.

Trills in square brackets and small accidentals are editorial.

Small semiquaver tails above notes denote (editorial) rhythmic modification,

to bring parts into line at the same point, but this could be taken further.

Significant variants between sources are called to attention in footnotes. Where the autograph is referred to,

this is of the first version of the piece. That of the revised version is lost (though other sources are copied from it),
hence the difficulty of establishing a definitive musical text.

Paul Walton, Bristol, May 2007
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* Bars 21 - 28 (and 190 - 197): ornament signs present only in the autograph - no other sources (nor the King recording) include them.
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* Bar 50: the tempo marking is in one source, but not the autograph.
The accidentals in this section are inconsistent in the sources - the presence of E naturals (not required by the
key signature) could suggest some missing E flats. One source gives a key signature of three flats from bars 50 - 82.
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* Bar 76, beat 3: Violin 1 - Dy (i.e. no accidental) in all sources (the absence of a natural to the E could suggest a flat).

Violin 2 - Db in all sources except one (D).
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* Bars 110 - 121: The instrumental doubling of the full choir parts is suggested by the violin parts of bar 121,
which appear in two sources (manuscript copies). However, none of this appears in the autograph (or the King recording).
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minim chord in the strings to a crotchet, the voices entering on the last beat of bar 232.

* Bars 232 - 233: some sources truncate these into one bar, by shortening the
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